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Introduction and Background:

Living Your Dreams Initiative (LYDI) is a registered non-government and nonprofit
organization based in Benin City, Edo State Nigeria.
Living Your Dreams Initiative (LYDI) was birthed May, 2007.

Living Your dreams Initiative (LYDi) is a social enterprise that provides services on
child protection and women empowerment.

Our thematic areas focuses on the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs 5 and
16.2) namely:

Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls.

Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide
access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all
levels. 16.2 End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and
torture of children.

Vision:
A Society where every Family is functional and every Child’s right is protected.
Mission Statement:

Equip men and women with healthy or Godly relationship skills and services for child
protection and social development.



Our Goal:

¥

¥

To achieve gender equality, empower all women and girls and end all forms of
discrimination against all women and girls everywhere.

To protect Children from any form of abuse by ensuring that their rights are
respected and creating an environment of equal opportunities for all thrive.

Program:

Our programs and services in accordance with the United Nations Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs 5 and 16.2); centers around children and women

empowerment.

Thematic Programme /Areas of Focus:

Child Protection (Child rights, child labour, child trafficking)
Women and Girls Empowerment

Objective:
1.! To protect the right of vulnerable children and create an environment where
every child can thrive.
2.! To render basic essential services to vulnerable children
3.! Partner with all NGOs and Stakeholders to implement developemental
programs for children
4.! To build the capacity of women to influence their immediate environment and

train the Women to be major influencers in their community.



5.! We organize sensitization and awareness of all girls to be fully aware of their
personality and abilities and help live a purpose driven life.

Scope of Work:

LYDi has strong linkages with NGOs, Associations, Organizations and individuals in Edo state.
It has undertaken initiatives in Benin City with special reference to “Walk for Children”
through collaboration with local CBOs and activists in ensuring the implementation of child
right laws and the establishment of Family court in Edo State. LYDi enjoys a rich experience of
working in the diverse socio-cultural environment of Nigeria and an extensive networking with
the Royal Fathers, Traditional rulers, Local Governments, civil society institutions and media.

OUR PROGRAMMS

STREET CHILDREN PROGRAMING
FAMILY SERVICE (Family tracing and responding to abuse case
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

¥
¥
¥
¥ WOMEN AND GIRLS EMPOWERMENT

STRATEGY

As part of our ensuring the fight to end abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of
violence against Children, and empowerment of Women and Girls. We develop
strategies to implement our programs effectively.

MENTORSHIP PROGRAM FOR THE CHILDREN ON THE STREET

This aspect of our programming is about taking the transformation and
reformation program to the children on the street also known as “INNER
CITY OUTREACH.”’ Currently have a safe space on the street where we meet
with street children we call world changers, we meet with them twice weekly on
the 5t day of the week (Thursday) by 7:30pm and on the 1t day of the week
(Sunday) by 8:30am. So far we are working with 30 street children weekly.
Though new ones do come but we can boldly say we have 30 who are ready to
be taken into the transit shelter.



Search and Rescue of Street Children in Edo State by Living Your Dreams Child
Protection Services, 2016

Destiny sleeping on a table at Ring Road, Benin City



Evelyn, Child Protection Director, with three of the children (Destiny, “Biggy” and Isaac) rescued from the street.

A volunteer with some of the children as they enter the shelter for the first time. 2015



Search and Rescue of Children of on the Streets.



DREAMS TRANSIT SHELTER

The Dreams Transit Shelter was opened in 2011 through the Street Children Programme as part of our
strategy to reduce the number of children living on the streets (homeless and abandoned children) and
mitigate the level of menace and juvenile crimes in Benin City.

The programme being strategically used to educate and train the next generation, the children were
actively engaged in series of educational activities to help bridge the the gaps that had existed during
their stay in the street.

Their academics was most affected as to could not read and write properly. They had serious issues
solving simple arithmetics, pronouncing words, and sentence formation. Home lessons were thus put in
place most especially in Mathematics and English Language.

Life Skill Coaching and Civic Education was taught to them to help improve their negotiation and
communication skills; and increase their love for the society thus taking up responsibilities respectively.
This together with counselling helped reduce aggressive violent attitude to people and helped increase
their sense of logical reasoning.

In enhancing their lifestyle, and assisting loving and giving hope to the sick, the children had periodic
medical checks where they were also given medical counseling as well. Some of the children at some
point had malaria fever which was treated. Soars and Injuries were also treated too. There was a
constant health education session most especially on personal hygiene and general cleanliness. They
were taught how to brush their teeth, bath properly, wash and iron their clothes regularly, sweep and
clean the house daily and as well keep their bodies safe from injuries by not indulging in violent
activities.

The rigorous process included tracing of the children’s families, reintegration between both parties, and
reintegrating the children back into the society as difference makers, agents of national development
and catalyst for transformation
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volunteers helping some of the children with their course work
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

We have adopted rural communities where we carried out quarterly community
developmental activities with, we have carried out an activity in the communities we
had focused group discussions (FGD) with the Men, Women, Youth and Children,
these was done to know and access the kind of developmental programs carried out
in the communities, we also sensitized them on child protection and safeguarding,
how to build a child and do parenting. We also provide service to community of
flood victims.
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Assessment and Documentation of Flood Victims especially Women and
Children.
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Giving Hope to Displaced Women and Children affected by flood in Edo State in
2012

Touching the Hearts of Child in the flood IDPs by the CRO Living Your Dreams
Initiative in 2012
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AWARENESS/SENCITIZATION

This is creating awareness in rural and urban communities on issues on child
protection and women empowerment using International mark days. Our “Stand

Up for Vulnerable Children” event is aim at creating awareness on the need for all
stakeholders in Nigeria to collaborate to ensure the vulnerable children and Women
are empowered. We carried out house to house (H2H) public sensitization at
communities. Our road walk is also aim at drawing the attention of all stake holders
on harmful practices that affect children.
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Campaign against Harmful Practices Inflicted on Children in Benin City, Edo
State Nigeria.

IRELATIONSHIP CAMPAIGN

Living Your Dreams Relationship with Kay Benson-Akhigbe II focuses
on stopping bad marriages from happening, equiping individuals with healthy
relational skills and therefore having a society where every child’s right is protected.
It’s about using healthy relationship development programs to assist
single individuals and families discover the necessary ingredients for
well-functioning individuals and how relationships can thrive in a free
environment of honour and respect. These training programs also help
participants’ access tools to aid them in learning more about loving on
purpose. The goal is to produce healthy energetic persons who know how
to use healthy tools to lead healthy relationships in ways that
revolutionize society.
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WOMEN AND GIRLS EMPOWERMENT-

The Women and Girls Empowerment internship program designed to create a forum
that prepares and stimulate Women to find and fulfill their identity. It is tailored to
proffer effective and lasting solutions to the inner wounds, lies and issues that stifle
the growth and influence of the modern woman in a broken world filled with
Identity crises and other negative cultural practices.

Our goal is to equip and empower women to fulfill their multifaceted roles as wives,
mothers, colleagues, sisters, entrepreneurs, and executives in both the home and the
Marketplace.
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MENTORSHIP PROGRAM -

This aspect of our programming is about questioning the status Quo, Switching our
belief system and changing the narratives about women in Africa.”

Currently we meet physically occasionally when our schedules permit. We meet
regularly online to plan community projects that affect women.

So far we are over 500 in different groups. We collaborate with women leaders and
schools with an overview to get acquainted with 100 women, feel their heartbeat and
network.

We integrate about 500 women into participating in a common concern life group or
become active players in the community. We Interface with the Ministry of women
affairs for international conventions and Programme.

OBJECTIVE

I' I To raise women who will empower other women into leadership so that their
lives will count, be worthwhile, make a difference and be significant.

(Through the dreams clubs programs, prison visitation and mentoring young
women)

I'I We engage in different types of community service (clean surroundings, clear
refuse place refuse bins in strategic locations etc)

I' I Quarterly meetings 2-3 days Smart moves for women titled influencing your
sphere.

I'I To build the capacity of 150 women to influence their immediate environment
and train the Women to be major influencers in their community.

I'I' A monthly general women forum that will deal on Identity crisis prevention,
and change of beliefs

I' I We organize sensitization and awareness of all firm Ladies to be fully aware
of their personality and abilities and help live a purpose driven life to
accomplish feats for Gods glory.

I' I Partner with women who have made smart moves and are now role models
for talk show interviews, table talks and panel as part of the program
implementation strategy.
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I' I Build caring kingdom communities for total transformation through skillful
application of kingdom values.

I' I Our programs will teach each woman to make effective decisions (from both
her head and heart) that resolve inner and external conflicts for healthier
personality outcomes.

I' 1 Women are encouraged to build support systems of close friends and family,
where they strengthen each other, talk about their experiences, laugh, cry, and

journey through life together. [Too often women suffer in silence; their
struggles stay hidden behind forced smiles and stoic faces]
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Organizational Values:

¥ Charity

¥ Unwavering Faith
¥ Righteousness

¥ Excellence

LIVING YOUR DREAMS INITIATIVE (LYDI) MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Chief Responsibility Officer (CRO) - Kay Benson Akhigbe II

General Manager Lydi - Albert Moses

Program Officer - Evelyn Albert

Street Victory Cordinator - Victory Oloko



"

e g5 e LIVING YOUR DREAMS INITIATIVE



